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‘CANDIDUS” AND THE “ MIRROR.” 


Some of the friends of truth, having seen, in the 
ae Mirror, frequent and direct attacks on the bi- 

le doctrine of salvation, as maintained by those who 
hallows in ‘the restitution of all things,” especially those 
over the signature, “ Queero,” may think strange that 
some faithful servant of the “ Saviour of all 1 men,” 
does not forward a communication to the editor of that 
paper, informing him of his errors in misstating the 
sentiments of those whom he opposes, and of the impro- 
priety of attempting to support the doctrine of endless 
sufferings by such means. Entertaining a favorable 
opinion ‘of human nature and Knowing the obvious du- 
ty of a christian editor, our friends may be slow to be- 
eve that such an one, would reiuse to publish remarks, 
intended to rectify mistakes and present subjects of 
controversy in such a connexion and light, as would 
enable the readers to judge understandingly of the con- 
sistency, or inconsistency, of the doctrine he opposes. 
Improbable as it might app: an, such " vill be found to 
have been the course, pursued by the editor of the Mir- 
ror, in combatting, what he calls error. Having re- 
ceived the following communication from “ Candidus,” 
the manifest object of which was, to guard “* Quiero” 


“and his readers against adopting fallacious reasoning i 


Opposition to the se wiititaal U niversalists, and to give 
him a fair opportunity to refute their real doctrine, the 
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editor unjustly accused Candidus of writing in a very 

wrong spirit. Whether Mr. Rand was innocently er- 
roneous in publishing that groundless censure, or by be- 
holding himself in his Mirror, mistook and thought it 
was C andidus, or what could be the cause of so palpa- 
ble an error of opinion, we are not fully satisfied ; but 
are disposed to decide in the most charitable manner, 
finding his intentions misreprese nted, Candidus again 
addressed the editor in the most fraternal and humble 
terms, assuring him of his mistake, and expressing an 
earnest desire, that his former article might be publish- 
ed, and others judge of the spirit by w hich it was dicta- 
ted. But humiliation and entreaties have no influence 

on him, who expects to be made happy in heaven, by 
looking down on the ceaseless misery of reprobate Can- 
didus, and he coldly informed him that ‘ the reasons 
why this communication cannot appear, will be given 
in the next number.” ‘The candid reader will decide 
for himself, alter perusing the folowing article, and re- 
ply, whether it merited that contemptuous and censori- 
ous treatinent which it received from the editor. HH Mr. 
htand procecds in this way; and rejects and censures 
every communication which exposes bis errors, and the 
fallacious reasoning ‘of bis correspondents, doubtless 
some of his readers will consider him an all- victorious 
disputan—LUILOR., 


For the Christian Mirror. 





Mr. Epiror : rused the communication from 
“Quoero,” published in the last ‘ Mirror,” [No. 24, | 
and as a candid and inquiring reader, beg the privilege 
of expressing, through the same medium, my views of 
the st ibyect, both for his benefit and that of your nuine- 
rous readers. [tis not my design to crowd your col- 
umus with prolix essays in de fence of Unive rsalism, but 
to show your friend and others, wherein he has mis- 
understood and misrepresented the doctrine which he 
wished to refute; and every candid reader must be 
sensible, that such an attack upon any doctrine is im- 
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proper, but more particularly so, if it be erroneous. 
{tis the truth which must needs be misrepresented to 
be rejected by good men, while error by the same 
means, might be “render ed more acceptable. Perhaps 
your cort respondent would esteem it a kindness to have 
his mistakes rectified, and to have the subject set before 
him in such a form, as will enable him to make jusi 
and conclusive remarks. If ‘ Quoero” -is a Christian, 
as we would wish to consider him, he wtil endeavor to 
refute Universalism on the same fair and proper ground, 


that ne would have others occupy, in an exchange of 


circumstances; and | conceive you would be no less 
happy, Mr. Editor, in doing equal justice to both sides, 
though one is so unfortunate as to embrace a false doc- 


trine. [| would not be understood as attributing any 


sinister motive to your correspondent, provided he pro- 
duces his authority for his unequivocal assertion, that 
Universalists contend for the expianation of the passage 
of scripture which he advances, or will have the candor 
to acknowledge his error, if he has committed one. 
Neither shall I think unfavorably of the editor for in- 
serting the communication, if he avail himself of the 


first opportunity to correct any misstatement of other 


men’s sentiments, which be may have inadvertently 
published. But I feel convinced, Sir, that a public de- 
sirous of fairness ani justice between the advocates for 
different doctrines, would not countenance an author or 
editor, who should publish statements concerning any 
particular doctrine, and not admit into the same col- 
uimns such candid remarks, as shall tend to correct er- 
rors, and present subjects in their proper light. 
Omitting many things which appear to me exception- 
able, | will proceed io state the most important mis- 
takes into which ** Quoero” has unhappily fallen, in at- 
tempting to give the views of “ Universalists, in rela- 
0 7) 
‘‘ Universalists” do not, as he asserts, ‘‘ contend 
dealin Lord merely descants on the temporary pros- 
perity, and consequent bad fortune of the reh man, and 
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the ee rye but spiritual consolation of the beg- 
gar.” Ve ask him to produce the author, volume, and 
page, which contains such arguments. No writer that 
we have seen, gives that explanation. ‘ On this con- 
struction,” he says, “ one thing 1s compared with it- 
self and not with another,” ve.But he must remember 
the coustruction is his orn, unless he proves that he 
learned it from some Universalist author. 

There are as many Universalists who do not limit 
the . parable to this world, as there are who de. Then 
why should Quoero, first, give tae passage a construc- 
tion which no Universalist has by ay eae for, and, sec- 
on ly, pretend they are agreed in laying the scene 
wholly in this world ? Ifhe is acquainted with their 
arguments, Why not present them as they are if not, 
would it not be as well to say nothing a ub out them : P 

Now Task “ Quocro” to produce his authors among 
Universalists, in suppor t of his assertions ; or, if they are 
not to be found, | ask permission to present your read- 
ers with atrue statement of the subject ; to which you 
will be at full liberty to reply, and which I hope you 
will refute, if their views be erroneous. 

In relation to your “ remarks” Mr. Editor, on Quee- 
ro’s communication, | have a word to observe, which 
| hope you will hear with candor. 

You acknowledge you know of no exposition of the 
parable, on the principle oa which your friend founded 
his observations, and yet you attempt to make his 
“meaning a litte more plain,’ and enlarge on the 
same unauthorised expe sition, deeming his arguments 
co.iclusive. Connecting this with your Notice in the 
preceding Mirror, that you approved of (Qucero’s re- 
prar shes but would wish to alter “ the forin of his com- 
munication, to make it suit the course pursued in your 
paper, in combaiting error,” | am involved in some 
perplexity. Several inquiries arise in the mind, such as 
tnese.—i oes the Kditor of the Mirror mean to counte- 
nance a refutation of an exposition ofa parable, while 
he does 10. pretcnd that such an exposition has been 
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x. [offered by the abettors of the doctrine he opposes ? Does 
d the Mirror combat error, by pursuing a course of mis- 
xu representations ° Why should the Editor make remarks 
1- in addition to those, which were founded ona spurious 
t- [ exposition ? Does the truth require the use of such 
y fH means? And I have concluded, Sir, that the manner 
€ in which you dispose of this information concerning 
facts, and, these sincere inquiries, will be a go od 
it key, with which to unlock those mysteries. | hope } you 
» will publish this, and comply w ith my request. 
. & CANDIDUS. 
; P. S. Would you be willing to publish answers to 
» your questions, viz. “ Weask then, what does the par- 
_ £ ableteach ? What subject does it resemble and iilus- 
* @ trater” | hell be happy to answer you in my illiter- 
, ate and feeble manner. 
C : 

* Canpipvs” is received. We would inform him, that our 
remarks in the last Mirror were grounded on the credit we gave 
to our correspondent Quoro, that he had seen a parabolic ex- 
position, which we had not. We have since seen an article 

which calls the passage in Luke 16th a parable, and confines its 
application to the present ife. It is written in such a dark and 
i # confused manner, that we do not wonder Quero took the im- 
pression he did. We perceive, however, on close inspection, 
, that there is an attempt to give the parable a difierent applica- 


tion, which appears tous even more absurd than the other. 
Candidus cannot be admitied, tll he writes ina very different 
spirit, and with a more manifest desire to search humbly for the 
meaning “te without attempting violent contortions of 
common langu stian Murror. 








REMARKS. 

From the above concession that ** Quoero” was mis- 
taken in * the exposition” which he attributed to Uni- 
versalists, it Is ey ident that he has done nothing towards 
“refuting thei ir coctrine ; because the proposition which 
he attempted to support was, that. ‘“* One evidence of 
the incorrectness of the doctrine of Universal salvation, 
is found in the forced and imconsistent construction, of- 
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ten given by its advocates to passages of scripture.” Con- 
sequently. aS ho LT niversalist has ever eiven G6 the con- 


. struction,’ which he opposed, he has failed in producing 


“one evinence” arainst their doctrine. And even |i: ad 
Qucero been so fortune e as to have given the general 
views cf Universalists, in relationto the has ssage in Luke 
16th, and succeeded in proving that their explanations 
were Inconsistent, if would not prove but that ¢ another 
exposition mio} tbe: given, which would favor their doc- 
in} ine, and be irrefutable. Cz vinists entertain different 
opinions on Many passages of seripture ; but does that 


circumstance evince the laconsistency of their doc- 
trine 2? ‘That Quevro is extremely Ignorant on coctri- 


nal and controversial subj: is 3 not only evident from 
the editor’s being at the a of writing over his com- 


SanenONene, _ also, {rom his bere al- 


He represe nts TU nivers saline as arg suing that the. 16th 
chapter of Luke, affords no evidence of {ut ure and final 
misery, on the assumption, a itisa parable. But he 
does not understand himself ; for we all allow that the 
doctrine might as well be her in parables as any 
thing else. We simply contend that with so many ex- 
press passages in support of our doctrine, it is nianifest- 
ly improper to € xplain pi arables, so as to turn the trath 
of God into a lie, and the salvation of the world into 
their endless misery. but Quoero is informed that the 
Andover divines cousider that passage a parable ; and 
even the Reverend gentleman to whom Mr. Rand looks 
for religious instruction, delivered a discourse in the 
Episcopal Church in this town, in which he treated it 
asa parable, and even called it such, several times. 
We hope this iaformation will preventour opposers from 
harping any more on the parabolic construction of this 
text. As no argument has been offered to show that 
the passage supported the doctrine of endless miscry, 
we can only say, when they appear we shall be ready 
to answer them, and prove beyond refutation, that ne 
such doctrine is taught in this, or any other passage UF 
divine revelation. 
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From the Christian Mirror, of February 7. 


i Tim. 2,4. Who will have all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. 

The original word here rendered will, implies no more than 
is willing. It is frequently so rendered in other places. Ia 
very many passages, where our translators have given the same 
form of expression they have here, stil] the connexion evidently 
shows that nothing more than wiliecaen. or pleasure, or desire, 
is meant. It is therefore by no means necessary to give ita 
more positive sense in this passage. ‘There is no evidence that 
it expresses the purpose, determin ration, or decree of Jehovah, 
that all men shall be saved. ‘The most obvious and natural 
rendering of the Greek is, who is willing that all men should be 
saved, Indeed to justify the common translations, the verb 
should be in the future time; whereas it 1s in the present. The 


passage we see declares the readiness cf God to save all men, if 


they would repent and believe; which is abundantly declared in 
other places. It does not assert his determination to save all. 
We can therefore derive no hope from this passage for those who 
will not come to Christ for life, but neglect the great salvation 
till they die in their sins. 

Bat take the expression as it stands in the English-bible s it 
does not necessarily imply a fixed decree. Mv feelings are ask- 
ed respecting the poor of the town. [ reply, I will have them 
all relieved and supplied, and also to come to a correct knowl- 
edge of the way to be satisfied and happy. I do not, in so 
saying, nant that they wil! all be fed and clothed. If my pow- 
er were equa! to my pity; iff could supply every one without 
the least sacridice, my expression does not tinply that | purpose 
to do it for the sdle and vicious, who will not be reclaimed. The 
declaration of the Apostles gives abandant encouragement to 
every sinner, even the vilest, to —— and fiee from the wrath: 
to come ; but not the least ¢ round of hope to any to trust in the 
mercy of God, who throueh their hard ‘and luppenitent hearts 
remain workers of iniyulty. 

REPLY. 

The passage of which the above is designed as an ex- 
position, is made the subject of ‘remarks on the first page 
of the same paper; but as the editor agrees In senti- 


‘ment with his corre spondent, ancl yet did not deem his 
aroun wuts so cons lusive as to pree lucie the He CCSSILy of 


ea 


this “ familiar exposition,” we shall take it for granted 
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that if we succeed in exposing the weakness and fallacy 
of one, we shall of both. Whether the editor has been 
immost successful in exposing the contradictions in his owy 
system of doctrines, or in refuting Universalism, by pro- 
i gthe bible to be collection of levoccuntiaad le in- 
consistences, we can ‘te decide after a few minutes 
critical cxamination of his exposition. 

i. Our learned expositor understands the declaration, 
God—*“ will have all men to be saved and to come un- 
tothe knowledge of the truth,” to mean, he is willing 
they should all be saved, without limitation. It ex- 
resses his welli; IgNeSS, pleasure, or desire. Still he ex- 
pls uns it in ODpPo ‘ition to their sa vation, by arguing that 
it does not express God’s determination or decre e. Ob- 


bee neue 


serve : it expresses no more determination that any 
imman should be saved, than it does that all, without ex- 
ception, should be. ‘ihe meaning is, God is no respect: 


er of persons, but is just as willing to save every man, 
asone man. But Mr. Rand maintains that God has a 
detcrmination as well as a willingness, in relation to 
mankind, and that he 7s determined that some of them 
shall be endlessly miserable. And now, reader, just sec 
the pidable predicamentinwhicn the faithful advocate for 
error’s triumph, is tuvolved ; he is endeavoring to prove 
that God ts willing all men should be saved, notwith- 
standing his determination to make them miserable for- 
ever! Willing to frastrate his eternal decree !! 

iic woul! make us believe that the ple asure and de- 
sire of God are in direct oppositios 1 to his determination. 
‘To refute such a oe able absurdity is unnecessary. Its 
refutation Is enstamped on its face. All we can do in 
this Case is, to pity the dear man whose merciless creed 
drives him to such miserabie subterfuges for argument. 
Let charity govern our edisies, 

Our Calvinist’s attempt to give his exposition an Ar- 
menian turn, by saying, “ the passage declares the read- 
iness of God to save all men, if ley repent and believe,” 
is, if possible, more sophistical than the foregoing. Mr. 


Rand will not deay but that God as much decreed the 
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impenitence and unbelief of the sinners whom he deter- 
mined to damn forever, as he did the damnation itself. 
This was as necessary a part of the divine determina- 
tion as any thing else. Who is so stupid as not to dis- 
cover, that, if the editor’s doctrine be true, and all the 
reprobates were brought to the knowledge of it, they 
would be eternally miserable according to the divine de- 
termination ? Not one of them could repent and be 
saved, without frustrating the irrevocable decrees of his 
God. 

2. Having availed himself of all the advantages of his 
superior learning, our expositor next comes down to the 
understanding of readers in general, and contends that 
“taking the expression in our English bible, it does 
not imply a fixed decree.” He supports this assertion 
by an example in which he would conduct ina manner, 
corresponding with his views of the subject ; and takes 
it for granted that God will be just as partial as he would, 
were his powers equal to his pity, or could he do as he 
pleased. Mr. Rand gives us fully to understand that if 
his ‘*‘ feelings were asked respecting the poor of the town, 
and he should say, it was his wid/ they should all be re- 
lieved and supplied, his expression would not imply that 
such was his purpose, even if his power were equaito his 
pity, and he could supply every one without sacrifice” 
to himself. Really, the editor of the Mirror is an hon- 
est man, in good earnest. He adimits that he would 
not be disposed to relieve the poor, even could he do it 
Without injury to himself. Is be willing, is it his pleas- 
ure and desire, those should be supplied, whom he would 
leave destitute, with the means of giving relief? but 
let us try his concession and argument, and see to what 
they amount. Does the fact that Mr. Rand would not 
be disposed to relieve all the poor whom he couLp with 
perfect convenience, after having expressed ‘is WiLL to 
do it, prove, that the God of truth is not disposed to save 


‘all men and bring them to the knowledge of the truth F 


[fit does not, he has imprudently exposed his partiality 
and hardness of heart towards some of the poor, with- 
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out illustrating the words of the apostle. Never, in ali 
the pages of controversy, have we before seen such an 
CX ainple. How applicable are the words of inspiration : 

Thou thoughtest [| was altogether such an one as 
ie self; but I will reprove thee, and set them in orde: 
before thine eves.” * Are not my ways equal, are not 
your ways unequal ?” “They changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God, into an image made like ¢ corrupt: 
ible man.’ 

Whether Mr. Rand would exemplify his doctrine, in 
his own conduct, or not, itis a just representation of 
Calvinism, so far as it manifests an indisposition to 
grant relief to all the miserable. They hold that God 
is ABLE to reclaim and restore every sinner, if it was his 
purpose todoit. Hie has decreed that Many shall be 
left in their fallen, helpless state, to perish forever. 
Hence the pretension that some will not be saved, im- 
plying an inability in God to save them if he were dis- 
posed, is highly preposterous. ‘The real, undisguised 
truth is, according to Calvinism, they will not be con- 
verted and blessed, because God has determined they 
shall not. ‘The ecitor of the * Mirror” dare not contro- 
vert this point. 

‘The expositor thinks the passage on which he 
comments, gives * great encouragement to every sin- 
ner to repent and be saved.” Then it isas clear as the 
light of noon-day, that if his views of its doctrine be 
correct, it was designed as a gross imposition on some 
of them; for if Paul meant to encourage them to seck 
for salvation, whom he believed his God PURPOSED and 
decreed to make endlessly miserable, his concuct was 
just as reprehensible, as that of any other man. But 
the apostle was not a sophist, and therefore acquires no 
honor, by having such expositions given to his lan- 
suage. No, the eternal and incontrovertible truth is, 
St. Paul meant to give a clear and full declaration of 
the main point of doctrine in the glorious gospel, and as 
every thing depends on the DIVINE PLEASURE, he stated 
it in such a connexion, that none but such as are blind- 
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li Bw by education, prejudice, or re partiality, will 
in be likely to misunderstand him. 1. He exhorts that 
. supplications, intercessions and giv ing of thanks be 
i made for all men, without exception. He declares 
7 this to be good and acceptable in the sigh of God our 
at Saviour, who will have all men to be sav ved and to come 
y unto the knowledge of the truth ; as above stated. — 3. 
~ & Pursuant to the divine wit in the salvation of all men, 
the Mediator between God and men, gave himself a 
a ransom for all n nen, as a testimony of the love of rod, to 
, be proc aimed in due time. 4. Lest some unfeeling 
9 & sophist should attempt to explain away this precious de- 
1 & claration, the apostle asserts his authori: y to make such 
‘ a proclamation, and annexes a direct affirmation, “ | 
: SPEAK THE TRUTH IN CHRIST AND LIE NOT.” 
. So the controversy is between St. Paul, and the edi- 


; torof the Mirror. If Paul did not use apy deception, 
‘ God will have all men to be saved, in Jesus Christ ; 
but if he dic, the editor may be right i in saying, it is not 
his purpose or determination to be the Saviour of only a 
PART of the world. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


UNIVERSALISM ON A DEATH BED. 

Dear Brorner—!n yourlast epistle you informed me 
of the death of two of your kind and esteemed friends* 
in Portland, members of your society. AsI began to 
read this clause of your letter. gloomy thoughts ran through 
my mind. Ah, cruel death ! thou king of terrors ! 
Two more have fallen at thy hand, while others stand, 
and mourn, and weep. But, my mind w as not long 
pained with such gloomy reflections. Your declaration 
that “ they remain to the Jast moment of life, firm 

‘and unshaken in their Farru in the Universal Saviour,’ 
called iny mind from this dismal scene of death and —. 


‘Cant. Prienane and Mrs, Smitw, 
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ness, to the bright scene of glorious life beyond the tomb, 
where death can never come, and supplied me with two 
more powerful testimonies against the assertion, often 
unjustly and tauntingly made, that a belief in the 
doctrine of the Universal ‘zoodness and salvation of God, 
will not give support in a dymng hour. 

‘Chose who make this assertion use their utmost en- 
ceavours, when occasion offers, to make the assertion 
trie, Great exertions are often made to alarm and 
icrrify the sick, who profess to believe that Christ will 
prove to be virtually, what the Father sent him to be, 
viz. * The Saviour of the world.” but in all such ca- 
ses with which | have been acquainted, as well as in the 
case you mention, these exertions have proved ineffectu- 
al. ‘Though it has been said that the approach of death 
would cause them to give up their faith, yet death, 
tozether with all these pious exertions have not been 
able to destroy their confi ‘ence in the crucified and ris- 
en Saviour, who, they believed, is ‘ the propitiation for 
their sins, and not for theirs or/y, but auso for the sins 
of the whole world.” 

A case of this kind lately occurred in Sidney. A 
young lady by the name of Lucinda Taylor, aged about 
Df) 
the gospel, through which life and immortality are 
brought to light for the dying family of man. She found 
by hap spy experience that this faith was good to live by 
in time of prosperity; that it was good in days of great 
distress, and good in her dying moments. 

A year ago she was brought to endure several months 
of cx tremely cistressful sickness, during which it was 
sometimes thought, by herself and friends, that life 
iene continue bata few hours longer. At such times, 
as well as during her whole sickness, professors of reli- 
gion were trying, both by persuasion and by the most 
horrid denunciations, to induce her to renounce her 
faith. On one evening in particular, when it was not 


expected that she would continue until morning, one of 


her visiting neighbours told her that the probability was 





20; died a few weeks since, triumphantin the faith of 
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chat she had but a little while to live, and ifshe did uct 
change her belief, she would sink to hell! ! After I had 
heard of these things from several others, they were 
told me by Miss ‘Taylor herself, who recovere:! her 
health so that she has since visited this town. ‘ These 
anathemas of men,” said she, “cid not move me. | 
was confident that my Saviour was sufficient for me, 
and [ knew that those who were constantly endeavour- 
ing to disturb my rest, knew nothing of my doctrine.” 

As winter again came on, consumption renewed its 
hold on this daughter of Zion, and, as though the great- 
est distress of body were not enough, several of her 
neighbours again renewed their efforts to distress her 
mind. I visited her during this, her last sickness ; and 
though she viewed death near, her rest in the Lord was 
clorious. That heavenly calmness and serenity mark- 
ed her conv ersation, which is rarely found. 

[ inquired whether any were yet exerting themselves, 
as they had done before, to shake her confidence in the 
impartial and never-failing Saviour of sinners. “ Yes,” 
she replied, ‘ many continue their endeavours: but their 
exertions to weaken, rather tend to streagthen my faith. 
The more they say, the more I am led to look to Jesus, 
and I behold more and more beauties in him. I feel 
that | am safe in my Saviour’s arms.” 

In this rest she continued to the last, ‘ being sealed 
with the spirit of mene’ and joyfully expecting “ the 
redemption of the [whole] purchased possession,” of 
him “* who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.” Sol suppose that those who were her 
“‘ miserable comlorters,” have, in their thoughts, senten- 
ced her to ceaseless wo. Of this I judge from the asser- 
tions before mentioned. What must she have done to 
sive them ground to hope for her future welfare? She 
must have assented to their creed. She must have ex- 
pressed a conviction that there is an endless heli for the 
greater part of sinners, and aSaviour for but few, and 
that she, either according to what she had done for her- 
self, or according to an eternal decree of God, was to 
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be of the happy few. Then they could have though 
that “all is well.’ But not to make a Christ of expe- 
rience, hor trust in assenting to a certain creed ; but 
to trust implicitly in the Son of God, and believe. that 
he is the unc hanging and never- failing friend and Savy- 
iour of the whole human family was ‘thought sufficient 
to cast one off forever—from the merey of God.“ Fa- 
ther forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 


| S. COBB. 
Waterville, Feb. 25, 1823. 
wad } = 
FOR THE CIIRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


MISTAKEN ZEAL OTS. 

Mr. Eprror—In the Sidenan of my professional 
duties, | frequently fall in company with various denom- 
inations of christi ins, and am made ac ‘quainted with the 
means which they severaliy use, to promote their 
respective systems. After witnessing the management 
and stratagems of the friends of modern Calvinism, a 
system of decrees and cruelties, ingeniously saturated 
and sophisticated with prete nded benevolence and pity, 
If feel it my duty, as a sincere well-wisher to the inhabi- 
tants of Maine, and of the world, to expose a delusion, 
so detrimental to human happiness and dishonorable to 
the character of Jehovah. | allude, Sir, to the exertions 
which are now making to introduce Calvinism in dis- 
guise, by a pretention to creaturely benevolence, as 
having the power of salvation. Knowi Ing it Is morally 
impossible to convince an enlightened public of the 
impar tial goodness of God, in view of the partial doctrine 
of election and reprobation, the crafty and designing 
and mercenary leaders of the present mighty move ments 
in the churches, have adopted a plan, flattering to human 
pride, by calling on professors to exhibit ‘their own 
benevolence, and secure to themselves the glory. ‘They 
are indirectly told of their omnipotence to save from 
perdition, millions and millions of immortal souls! 
These are their words: ‘ There is a claim—nay, a 
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command, as mighty as omnipotence upon ev ery man, 
woman, and child. Millions! millions! of zmmortad 
souls, may perish ifwe withhold our aid.” And vet this 
shameless pretention that human aid, which is money, 
can be granted by every man, woman and child, and 
become omnipotent in the salvation of immortal souls, 
is thoughtlessly swallowed by the multitude of professors, 
because it is honied over with creature-benevolence. 
But the many are innocently erroneous in their judg- 
ment, and would, if undeceived, spurn the thought of so 
nefarious an imposition. | have waited with impatience 
to see some article in the Intelligencer, calculated to 
remove that mask of deception, and relieve thousands 
of their enormous burthens. ‘The introduction of Notes 
and comments from Calvinist pens into the same page 
with the Sacred ‘Text, is also a most mischievous and 
reprehensible plan, unquestionably designed to divert 
the attention of the reader from that investigation and 
arrangement of scripture favorable to the doctrine of 
equal g erace. Instead of searching the scriptures, think- 
ing they have in them eternal life, most people, I believe, 
na the Notes at the bottom, and find for thousands, 
for whom Christ cied, eternal death. Pride and vanity 
are again enlisted, and those who are destitute of Scott’s 
or some other man’s “ family bible,” are stigmatized by 
their neighbors. Zealous and imprt dently liberal as 
many are, in these things, lam convinced from careful 
observation they are really mistaken. It is the duty of 
those who are not deceived, to.bear the infirmities of 
others, and calmly endeavor to remove the veil from 
before them. Those people do not mean to cncourage 
Calvinism; but it is so beautifully gilded over with 
captivating terms, such as “conversion of the w orld,” 
“ey angelization of Jews and Heathens,” and ° ‘the 
universal spread of the gospel, that its ‘** bones and 
uncleanness” are not discovered. For myselt, | am 


fully convinced, that nine out of ten, in the w ide circle of 


Iny acquaintance, are, at heart, anti- calvinistic, anc 

would be elad to believe that God is the Saviour of the 
IIE RVUATOP 

whole human family. OBSERVATOR., 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


CALVINISM NOT GOSPEL. 
Elm- Trees, December 10, 1822, 

Sirr—A day or two past I was siting by the window, 
and saw my honest Calvinist neighbor coming towards 
the house, in a slow step, reading a paper which he held 
inhishand: My first thoughts were that he would call 
and take another lecture on “the subject of the final hap- 
piness of the whole family of Adam, as | supposed it to 
be indicated in the scriptures ; and what I had promis- 
ed him in a former conversation. But I was a little 
surprised, for he came in reading the paper, with great 
attention ; and when | gave him the usual salutation of 
the morning, and observed that I presumed he had 
foun | some very interesting intelligence—he replied— 
“ yes”—‘ and his whole mind, soul and feelings were 
absorbed in the account, he was reading, of the deplor- 
able state of the poor, ignorant creatures in India; 
and he hoped | would hear him read a short letter 
froma Missionary ; and which, he had no doubt, 
would be the means of changing my opinion on the 
subject of sending the Gospel | into that benighted part 
of the globe. For to his real grief, he had heard it 
often reported, that | had expressed a decided disap- 
probation of sending Missionaries to India’—and then 
proceeded to read, 

“Phere is a tribe of Hindoos who put to death its female off- 


spring ; anda few only was saved by the benevolent efforts of 


Col. Waiker, when in India; but since bis return, the very fam- 
ilies, among whom the horrible practice had ceased, have again 
returned to the work of murder not one survived. In and 
around Benairees, infanticide is practised to a horrible extent. 
Many mothers, in fulfilling a vow entered into for the purpose 
of procuring a blessing of children, drowned their first born. 
When the child is two or three years old, the mother takes it to 
the river, encourages it to enter, as though about to bathe it, but suf- 
fers it to pass into the middle of the current, when she abandons 
it, and stands an inactive spectator, beholding the struggles, 
and hearing the screams ofher perishing infant!” “ At Sanger 
Island, formerly, mothers were seen casting their living offspring 
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among a number of Alligators, aud standing to gaze at these 
monsiers, quarrelling for their prey, beholding the writhing in- 
fant ia the jaws of the successful animal ; and “standing motion- 
less, while it is breaking the bones, and sucking the blood of the 
poor wnocent.” 

My friend was so much affected as often to be inter- 
rupted by sighs and tears ; and though | had been ac- 
customed to read and hear similar accounts of the un- 
happy state of individuals and societies in our own as 
well as foreign countries, for nearly half a century, yet 
my feelings were much wrought upon. He was silent 
for some minutes : : and then broke out in a kind of pi- 
ous frenzy— Do you believe this?’ Yes, I answered 
—every word of it. “ How then can you withhold your 
mite in the good cause of promoting an extension of the 
Gospel to these deluded wretches,” he cried? I repli- 
ed, | never had any objection to sending the Gospel by 
Missionaries, or any other proper mode, | into all parts of 
the world, where there were reasonable prospects of its 
being sowed in a soil in the least degree prepared for it. 
Many people well acquainted with ‘the state of the na- 
tives of India were of opinion that our Missionaries, as 
preachers, did more hurt than good. ‘Though even this 
| questioned, I wished, as ardently as he did, that the 
Gospel might be sent to the natives of India ; but I was 
against the sending batch after batch of hot Canvinistic 
and Hopkinsian missionaries there. He demanded 
with surprize and feeling, “ if I did not think Calvinists 
and Hopkinsians, as many are denominated, were 
christians, and preached the Gospel in its ori; zinal puri- 
ty °? | answered him, that [would by no means 
say they were not christians. For they might be chris- 
tans and yetteach many error s—and I did not believe 
they preached the gospel in its original purity. In some 
of their creeds, | could discover only a few features of 
the Gospel, and these were, in my opinion, so mixed up 
and amalgamated with many gross errors and supersti- 
lions, that their effect were almost entirely lost upon the 
mind, and the result of their preaching naturally tended 
to make up a character, very different from the simple 
15 
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christian. He observed, ‘ he had heard many, of late 

talk in this general way of errors in the orthodox man 
ner and system of preaching : but he always found they 

were unwilling to come to particulars and point out, 
with clearness and sufficient distinctness, what those 
cross errors were, so that they might be met and cleared 
op; and desired me, if 1 were willi ng, to tell him what 
those errors were, which, in my opinion, obscured the 
simple doctrines of the Gospel, and the preaching of 
which has a tendency to render imeffectual those Gos- 
pel doctrines.’ I replied, [ could have no objection— 
because | believed my notions, on the subject, were jus- 

tified by reason, scripture and general history. 1 then 
stated Origii sas sin and total de; pravity, a Triune God. 

the Firinéty, as it is found in all the orthodox creeds 

t had ever ce en—- ‘Yonement with its notion of infinite 
satisfaction made to Gad’s justice by the sufferings and 
death of Jesus—Speciad Grace-—conversions or miracu- 
lous regenerations, Election and Reprobation, all topped 
off bv the still more peoving he if not bl: asphemous, doctrine 
of the incenecivably ereat and never ending torments of 
a gree if not much the greatest part of the whole fami- 
ly of Adam, through yd : endless ages of eternity. I then 
desired | him to look i ack and note the course of preach- 
nz since the days at a inism has assumed the char- 
acter of orthodoxy, and | believed he would find that an 
attempt to explain and to enforce a belief of them, made 
up much the greatest portion of orthodox preaching 
and, as | vere ly believed, to the exclusion of those sim- 
ple and infinitely more ‘useful principles that make up 
he Gospel of Jesus Christ. I told him I could but look 
upon those doctrines or dogmas, as very unprofitable 
subjects to be preached to the i ignorant, blind and pre 7 
udiced Hindoos. Peter never * allude d to them in his 
preaching immediately after the ascension of Ais and our 
master in “religious matters; and yet he converted hun- 
dreds as ignorant and wicked as the Hindsos. Phe Gos- 
pelis a | plain sine thing—lIt is good news to all that 
hear it, and ought to be so preached. 
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{ admitted the account he gave me of the Hindoos 
was distressing beyond any thing that takes place in 
this country, and age ; except the account and pros- 


pects held out to the world by Calvinistic preachers, of 


the future state of mankind, and compared with them, 
the situations of the Hindoos w as anenviable one. ‘To 
our immediate temporal feelings, nothing can be more 
excruciating than for a mother to be depriv ed of her 
children, and see them suffer inthe mannez stated in the 
letter ; but, we must bear in mind, this is a religious act, 
and the means of obtaining eternal blesse dues with 
their Gods in the other world : ; and according to their ed- 
ucation it is little more painful, perhaps net so much, 
than for the most affectionate parents, caller our modes 
of education, to administer nauseous food and physic to 
their children, as the best means of saving their lives 
from premature deaths, and greater sufferings by linger- 
ing sickness. I inquired, w ether he had compared, in 
his own mind, the sufferings of infants, the hard-hearted- 
ness of parents, andthe genera! darkness of mind among 
the Hindoos ; with the miseries of a ereat portion of 
mankind for ever and ever, and the acquired insensibility 
of soul, taught to be the result of their preaching, 
according to ‘Calvinism 2? For | thought, if he had, he 
would see no reason to believe these people would ever 
be made better by genuine calvinistic missionaries. | 
perceived my friend, on suspecting | was about to make 
a comparison ef Hindooism with * Calvinism, began to 
lose his habitual equanimity of mind ; which [ had often 
before noted, in conversing with the professed believers 
in the eternity of hell-torments, to be the case, whenever 
it was attempted to prove these punishments would have 
anend. | requester d him, in turn, to hear me read a few 
sentences from oue of the most approved Calvinistie 
writers of our own country ; and whose works, | had 
reason to believe, none made the ground of missionary 
theology so far as | could judge from reading, in mission- 
ary public ications. accounts of their preaching and 
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religious teaching. I read from President Edwards’ 
‘“ V nidication of the wisdom, justice and goodness of God 
tn the eternal misery of the wicked.” 


“ ‘The Saints in heaven will behold the torments of the damn- 
ed. they shall be tormented in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in ‘the presence ofthe Lamb. So shall they be tor- 
mented in the presence of the glorified saints. Hereby will saints 
be rendered more sensible how great their salvation is ; when 
they see how great the misery is from which God has saved 
them, and how great a diflerence he has made between their 
state and the state of others, who wer> by nature, and perhaps, 
for a time, by practice, more sinful aud hell deserving than any, 
It will give them a greater sense of the wonderful goodness of 
God’s grace tow ards them! Every time they look upon the 
damned it willexcite in them a lovely and admiring sense of the 
grace of God in making them to differ, The sight of hell-tor- 
ments will exalt the happiness of the saints forever. It will not 
only make them more sensible of the greatness and freeness of 
God in their happiness, but at will really make their happiness 
the greater, as it will make them more sensible of their own hap- 
piness. It will give them amore lively relish for it, it will make 
them prize it the more. When they see others w he were of the 

same nature, and born under the same circumstances, plunged 
into such misery, and they so distinguished !!) Qh ct will make 
them sensible how happy they are!!! Again * the sight of the 
wonderful power, the great and dreadful majesty, and awful 





justice and valine of God, manifested in the eternal misery of 


ungodly men, will make them prize his favor and love vastly 


more ; and they will be so much the more happy in the enjoy- 
ment of it !!” 


I then observed to my friend, who actually appeared 
affrighted as if he expected ev ery moment some signal 
judgment to fall upon him, that whatever he and others 
might think of such sentiments and such writers, I had 
no hesitation to say the whole of it was untrue and of a 
pernicious tendency ; and it seemed to me that nothing 
could shield the author of it from a just charge of blas- 


phemy ; but his total ignorance of the subject, joined to 


the blindest zeal to a system he had mistaken for religion. 
Such sentiments, and supposed feelings in the souls of 
saints in heaven and sinners in hell, are not warranted by 
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any rational inferences made from the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus in the gospel. Could the mild 
and compassionate Jesus, who, grieved with the mourn- 
ers who had lost a brother, and wept at the calamities 
he saw threatening Jerusalem, have submitted to the 
agony of preaching such sentiments as the foregoing ? 
“But, ” cried my friend, ‘it must have been the mere 
human nature of Jesus that manifested such weakness of 
compassion in the cases alluded to.” 

My letter, | fear, is already too long to comport with 
the plan of your useful publication, or I would continue 
the conversation of my friend with my remarks. | 
shall therefore for the present conclude with assuring 
you and your readers of the humane regards of yours 


and their friend, NAZ ARENUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


DOCTRINAL QUESTIONS. 


Mr. Eprror— Through the mecium of your periodical 
paper, I want to propose a few serious questions for the 
consideration of all into whose hands it may fall, but 
more especially such, as are inclined to a belief in future, 
or unmerciful torment. 

If any of the human family are thus endlessly tor- 
ann must it not have been a pen of God’s original 
purpose in giving them existence f 

2. Is it possible for his purpose to fail, or for them to 
escape the doom to which God destined them = 

3. If God can be merciful in creating a part of the 
world for eternal wo, would he not be equally merciful 
in making the whole for the same purpose ¢ 

4. If God honors his Justice as well as his mercy in 
providing a way for the certain salvation of some sinners, 
would either be dishonored in the salvation of all others 
of the same description ¢ 

5. Why did the Saviour taste death for every man, if 
most of them had no interest in his mediation ? 
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6. Would Predestinarians discover as much divine 
goodness aud glory in the doctrine of reprebation to 
endless misery, if all men were served alike, and were 
thus reprobated ? 

7. Ifthey would not, is not their doctrine partial, 
unjust and cruel, so far as it favors the peculiarities of 
Calvinism. JAMES. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 
OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 


Which accompanicd the Minutes, &c. published on page 47. 


The General Convention of Universalists, to the various Church- 
es and Societies in its social relation, to all who wish well to 
the cause ef universal, impartial benevolence and grace, and 
especially to those who are employed, by the Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, to feed the flock of God with the bread 
and water of life, sends affectionate salutations of fraternal love 
and christian fellowship. 

Breturen—QOn no former oceasion has the General 
Convention realized, more sensibly, occasions of joy 
and felicitation. ‘The council was more numerous than 
usual, and the information which was obtained, from 
various parts of our highly favored country, was such 
as gave great joy of heart, comforting the brethren and 
strengthening their nands. No sooner did the brethren 
come together and reciprocate the affectionate saluta- 
tions of christian fellowship and love, than the desirable 
effects of a uniting spirit were visible in every counte- 
nance, as they were sensibly feltin every heart. ‘The 
greatest harmony and the warmest brotherly love pre- 
vailed throughout the whole session, directing our con- 
sultations and bringing them to most happy results, in 
which the entire unanimity to the body was manifest. 

The public exercises were attended by numerous, 


crowded, and respectable assemblies, and a double por- 


.° . ; ° ° bet 1 a ——s os Wala! a ‘ 
tion of the spirit of grace and truth evidently possessed 
he hearts and lips of those who administered in holy 
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things ; and it was a most grateful sight to see tle earn- 
esti and solicitiou: sattention of congregations so numerous, 
to fervent prayers, supplications, inter cessions, and the 
viving of thanks for all men, which were offered to the 
throne of mercy, in the sanctuary, and to the doctrine 
of everlasting life, which dropped like the rain, which 
distilled like the dew, like small rain upon the tender 
herb, and like showers upon the grass ; while tears of 
cratitude, to him who loved the world and sent us sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ, copiously flowed from a thousand 
eyes, while as many hearts were made the lively tablets 
of that law of love to God and man, on which hang all 
the law and the prophets. One spirit, one mind, and 
one heart gave life and energy to public devotion, and 
caused many to realize how good and how pleasant a 
thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. ‘To 
these weighty and heart- cheering considerations it Is 
but just to add that the sobriety, decency and decorum 
which characterised the multitude, presented a most 
favorable specimen of the effects of the doctrine of that 
grace, Which embraces the eternal interest of all the 
ends of the earth. 
by epistolary and oral communications iniormation 
was obtained, that in various parts, new Societies have 
been recently formed, which are destitute of a compe- 
tent supply of public ¢ vifts and ai ‘egular ministry. ‘This 
circumstance necessarily recalls to mind the words of 
the blessed Redeemer, “ the harvest truly is great, but 
the laborers are few ; pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.”” It seems expedient that we recommend to 
our brethren, not to cd 'spise the day of small things, 
nor neglect assembling themselves together for sock ul 
Ww orship for want ot expericnced public gifts. ‘The Sa- 
viour has left us this gracious promise ; “where two or 
‘three are gathered together in my name, van am | in 
the midst of them.” Live coals lose their heat by being 
separated, but united they burn with inercased fervor. 
Select ed portions of the divine testimony may be read 
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to great profit, and a few words offered in fervent 
prayer, when the heart is honest and sincere, will never 
be despised by him who knows the heart, because the 
petition is not framed by the scholar. Many, very 
many are the instances, in which a few sincere beliey- 
ers in the impartial grace of the Saviour, have met to- 
gether in the spirit of truth, and enjoyed far sweeter 
comforts in their humble devotions, than are tasted in 
crowded congregations, where empty eloquence lulls to 
drowsiness a fashionable but thoughtless multitude.— 
These suggestions are not designed to lessen a desire 
for public ‘labours, nor to dissuade the brethren from 
earnestly coveting the best gifts; but to incite to a due 
and proper improvement of all the means which a gra- 
cious providence has furnished for the promotion of 
the great cause of religion, the spread of divine truth, 
and to sweeten the enjoyment of christian devotion.— 

There is, indeed, great reason for encouragement; for 
our prayers have been heard by the head of the church, 
and a goodly number of laborers have recently been 
sent into the Saviour’s vineyard. No less than ten 
promising youths received letters of fellowship to preach 
the glad tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom, at this session 
of the General Cony ention; and they are recommend- 
ed to the affections and patronage of our believing 
brethren at large, and to all our Societies, our prayers 
also accompanying them, that they may be faithful and 
successful in the arduous, but delightful labors of the 
ministration of reconciliation. For our further encour- 
agement, we may notice the happy comparison between 


our present standing and our situation when some of 


our oldest public labors first commenced in the ministry. 
Then, not more than four or five individuals were 
engaged in the ministry of universal, impartial grace, in 
our country, nor were our Societies more numerous ; 
but in the short space of twenty-five years marvellous 
things have astonished the observing mind. ‘Then was 
the name of a Universalist an odium, and the doctrine 
he professed denounced as a most dangerous heresy ; at 
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this time it is the only prevailing doctrine, and is doubt- 
less the general sentiment of enlightened christians 
throughout New-England, and _ is fast advancing in the 
south and in the west, while societies are every where 
springing up, and public laborers are yearly multiplicd. 
The Lord has truly and effectually said to his Zion, 
“lengthen thy cords, strengthen thy stakes, break forth 
on the right hand and on the left.” 

A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken place 
in the chr’stian world, whereby the fellowship of the 
church has been destroyed, its union broken, and divi- 
sions and animosities introduced, induces us, most 
affectionately and tenderly to caution our brethren in 
the ministry, to direct all their energies of soul to keep 
the unity of the spirit inthe bonds of peace. Slight 
variations of opinions, respecting matters of uncertain 
speculations were seized on by ambitious, rival bishops, 
who loved their own aggrandizement more than the 
honor of the Saviour, and made the means of divisions 
and parties, which in the room of following Jesus Christ, 
became the dupes of those whose ambition they were 
devoted to maintain. ‘The injurious consequences 
resulting from these divisions are recorded in history, in 
Jjines of blood, and should serve as an awful admonition 
to us, that we never make our speculative opinions the 
bond of christian fellowship, but remember that even the 
true faith, being less than charity, should never be 
allowed to exclude its superior. 

Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord, let us constantly 
unite our fervent prayers, that the happy union in which 
we have so long prospered, and which has rendered our 
little band so formidable to the common enemy, may 
forever continue, unbroken and unimpaired, and extend 
the savor of the name and doctrine of Jesus to the whole 
heritage of the Lord. 

Those who have just entered the vineyard of our 
Redeemer, will accept our hearty welcome. Welcome, 
brethren, to labors ct love, to crosses and to crowns.— 
A fervent solicitude is felt for your prosperity and use- 
16 
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fulness, and we deem it expedient to warn you againsi 
the wiles of that enemy which sows discord among 
brethren. Having lived and received your religious 
educations in different parts of the country, and uncer 
the instructions of those who perhaps differ in some 
unessential opinions, you, no doubt, may have iceas 
differing from each other; but all this may turn to your 
advantage, and to the advancement of the cause of truth, 
if you are cautious to let no difference of opinion operate 
to alienate your affections from each other. Be advised, 
therefore, to use every possible means to harmonize 
your affections, and to strengthen your union, that you 
may enjoy the sweets of brotherly love, and embrace 
each other in the bosom of that charity which is the 
bond of perfeetness. 

That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on us 
the accusation of holding to a doctrine which is licen- 
tious, because it embraces the whole human family in 
ihe covenant of divine grace, may have no evil thing to 
say against us, let us duly regard the testimony of an 
inspired apostle, who says ; “The grace of God which 
bringeth salvation to all men hath a ppeared, teaching 
us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
shoul? lee soberly, righteously, and godly, in this pres- 
ent world.” ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. By order, 


HOSEA BALLOU 


a 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 





ANECDOTE. 

A pious minister after studying the Scriptures for 
many years, pleased to find so many promises, prophe- 
cies and positive declarations in support of universal 
salvation, and not a passage in favor of Calvinism, was 
desirous of seeing Mr. F , a preacher of that doc- 





trine, and of hearing him in defence of his ‘* heterodox” 
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system, as it is called. He accordingly requested Mr. 
I , and a young conceited clergyman, right trom 
an Institution where sophistry is tau; echt for divinity, to 
meet at his house ona certain evening. Being too old 
and discerning to engage in the ar; cument, the aged 
gentleman ope ened the conversation of the ev ening ~ by 
infor ming Mr. F , that he had requested the compa- 
ny of the young minister and himself, that the doctrine 
of universal. salvation might be fairly discussed in his 
presence ; but he would be excused from taking any 
part inthe debate, on account of his age. He pr oposed 
that Mr. F , should proceed in stating a few of the 
principal arguments in favor of his doctrine, and that 
the young clergyman should oppose him, according to 
orthodox rules. Mr. F. therefore began ;—The scrip- 
tures assert that, ‘God is good unto all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works ;” therefore he never was 
so cruel as to decree the endless misery of the greatest 
part of his noblest work. ‘lhe Saviour declares, “ ‘The 
Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into his 
hand ; that he hath power over all flesh, and will give 
eternal life to as many as the Father hath given him : 
therefore all men will have eternal life, instead of ni 
less sufferings. St. Paul also affirms, “ As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive; and if 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” And do 
you contend, Sirs, that new men in Christ will be end- 
lessly tor mented, or that God reprobated to that state 
any of those w ho died in the first Adam, and were made 
alive in the second, the Lord from heaven? ‘The young 
collegiate in divinity, somewhat surprised at the fluency 
and address of Mr. F , and half confounded at his 
ready and just connexion of the scriptures, walked nim- 
bly about the room, exerting his mind to recollect the 
cant Which his learned tutor gave those texts, but failing 














- inthe attempt, he stared the old clergyman in the face, 


exclaiming—* | thought you invited me here to dispute 
with a man who disbelieved the bible and denied the Sa- 
viour ; but instead of that. [ find | have got to convince 
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him that the Psalmist was a deceiver, Jesus an impostor, 
and Paul a false witness, or acknowledge Universalism 
to be true °” 

‘Very well,” calmly replied the aged divine, “as 
we find the controversy is, in reality, betw een Calvin- 
ism and the doctrine of the New Testament, I think 
we may as well submit it to the real authors of each, 
without further interference. OXFORD. 





SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The SourHern AssoctaTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, Was 
holden at Western, (Mass.) December, 1822. The 
Brethren present w er ec, H. Ballou, J. Flagg, H. Ballou, 
2d, J. Bisbe, T. W hittemore, R. Carrique, J. Frieze, H. 
B. Clark, T. G. Farnsworth. Brother Adin Ballou re- 
ceived letters of fellowship, and Brs. Frieze and Farns- 
worth were Ordained to the work of the ministry. The 
new meeting-house in Western was dedicated to the 
worship of God. 

A committee having been raised, to prepare subjects 
for — reported the (ollowing : 

What is Paul’s meaning in Rom. v. from the 11th 
to the 19th verses ° 

As christians in general assert that man’s moral 
character is naturally fixed at death, and that each man 
dies a sinner, if this be true, how can any be saved ? 

‘The Association adjour ned to meet in ‘Stafford, Con. 
on the second Wednesday in June, 1828. Brother 
Bisbe prepared and published a Circular Letter, of 
which the following is an extract. 

* Curistian Breruren—Under the smile of an in- 
dulgent and protecting God, we have enjoyed the hap- 
piness of another half-yearly meeting, and realized 
much satisfaction in finding the empire of the Redeem- 
er extending in the earth, producing peace and good 
will in the hearts of men, and causing the disciples of 
lesus to be diligent, and to rejoice We inetina saa 
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A Church Organized. 


of the country where efforts have been made for many 
years to promote the doctrine of God’s eternal love to 
each soul of man, and we joy to say, that though the 
early patrons of the cause went forth weeping in fear- 
fulness and dismay, they have received an hundred fold 
for all their toil and labor of love.” 

We should be extremely glad to publish the Minutes 
and Circular in full, w ould our limits permit. 





A CHURCH ORGANIZED. 


Intelligence has been received of the Installation of 
Br. Levi Briaes, over the first Universalist Society in 
Westminster, Mass. Our brethren have accommodat- 
ed themselv es with a convenient Meeting House, and 
are i a prosperous way. Asa testimonial of the liv ely 
interest and active part which our Brother in the min- 
istry takes in our common cause, we insert the follow- 
ing account of his success and prospects from his own 
pen. 

‘We have a fine Meeting House, which is generally 
as well filled as we could reasonably expect ; and the 
audience appears to listen with a desire to hear, believe 
and obey the truth. Since | commenced my feeble la- 
bours in this place, we have succeeded in organizing a 
Church, for the commemoration of the most glorious, 
though the most solemn event, that is recorded in Sa- 
cred history, and to commune together in the inter- 
change of those divine sentiments and affections, which 
the occasion demands. 

‘ Believing we are established on the broad and firm 
foundation doctrinally laid in Zion, even the impartial 
and changeless love of God, revealed through the medi- 
ation of Jesus, our sacred festivals are interesting and 
glorious, while we sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ. Our number is betw een twenty and thirty, ail 
whose christian deportment comports in a good degree 
with the precept which they obey ; “ This do in remem- 
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brance of me!” Iam authorised to say, we know by 
happy experience, “ how good and how pleasant it is, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity.” Dear broth- 
er, though we are not disposed to attach undue i impor- 
tance to any ordinance, yet we are convinced that did 
our brethren and friends generally, treat this subject 
with more attention and deference, they would be led 
to organize Churches, cultivate sacred intercourse, and 
virtually partake of the bread of God, which cometh 
down from heaven.” 
Brethren, let us go, and do likewise. 








OBITUARY. 


Died in Portland, on the 20th Jaauary, Capt. Joan Pricwarp, aged 50, 
after a long and extremely painful illness of complicated complaints, which 
he bore with great resignation to the will, and confidence in the goodness of 
God. le was industrious, liberal, upright and compassionate, and though 
frequently disappointed in his ¢ alculations, by unavoidable misfortunes, he 
was an honest man, and justly is it said, « An honest man’s the noblest work 
of God.” He was an affectionate, faithful and provident husband and fa- 
ther ; beloved by his relatives, respected by his neighbors and acquaintance. 
His faith in the equal. grace of God was unwavering, and he was wholly re- 

signed to the will of Heaven. His remains were interred with Masonic hon. 
ors, by the Mount Vernon Chapter, of which he was a member. 


Also, on the 23d of January, Mrs. Mary G. wife of Capt. William Smith 
aved 33. In justice to the memory of a departed friend, we deem it our du- 
ty to observe, that she was possessed of an amiable disposition, was a most 
affectionate and virtuous Companion, aa esteemed and respectable neighbor 
and frieud, and a worthy member of a religious society. Mrs. Smith died 
ofa lingering consumption, and during her whole sickness manifested the 

reatest pi atience and reconciliation of heart. She conversed upon death 
with the same cheerfulness and composure, that she would upon any other 
serious subject, and with as great strength and vigor of intellect, as her de- 
bili ated constitution would admit—testified to her solicitous relatives, friends 
ind neighbors, her unshaken confidence in the universal goodness and mer- 
cy of God, as revealed in the character of the Lord Jesus. As she saw death 
approaching, yet nearer and nearer, she bade nim a hearty welcome, coin- 
me ‘nding herself and her connexions to the infinite mercy of the Saviour of 
sinners, Joyfully and firmly believing inthe final restoration of the whole 
human family, through the name of the Lord of Glory, Mrs. Smith closed 
her eyes in saint- like peace, in hope and christian triumph. In her depar- 
ture to the heavenly country, was the truth happily expressed by the poet, 
made manifest : 
‘* Jesus can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 
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Poetry.— To Correspondents 


POETRY. 
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


When marshall'd on the nightly plain, 
The glittring host bestud the sky; 
One star alone of all the train, 

Can fix the sinner’s wand’ring eye. 
Hark! hark! to God the chorus breaks, 
From ev’ry host, from ev’ry gem ; 
But one alone the Saviour speaks, 

It is the star of Bethlehem. 


Once on the stormy seas we rode, 

The storm was loud, the night was dark, 
The ocean yawn’d and rudely blow’d 
The wind that toss’d our found’ring bark. 
Deep horror then our vitals froze, 

Death struck, we ceas’d the tide to stem ; 
When suddenly a star arose, 

it was the star of Bethlehem. 


It was our guide, our light, our all; 

It made our dark fore bodings cease ; 
And, through the storm and danger’s ‘thrall, 
Tt led us to the port of peace. 

Now safely moor’d onr perils o'er; 

We'll sing first in night’s diadem, 

Forever and forevermore, 

It is the star of Bethlehem. 








TO PATRONS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Editor and Proprietor of the Christian Intelligenc er and 
Gospel Advocate, avails himself of this opportunity, to express 
his anfeigned gratitude to his Subscribers for the liberal patron- 
age it has received, and to offer the principal reasons for pub- 
lishing the 3d and 4th Numbers at once. As it has been thought 


advisable, agreeable to the expression of the general opinion of 


our friends and patrons, to alter the form of the publication, and 
issue the Numbers of the Tuirp Votume, semz-monthly, in a 
Royal Quarto size, it was deemed expedient to complete the 
Second Volume, for several reasons ; among which are the fol- 
lowing: 1. That none of our Subscribers who would wish to 
continue taking the INTELLIGENCER, might mistake our mean- 
ing, either by supposing they were subscribers for both forms at 
once, or were not toreceive this Volume entire 2. That suffi- 


‘cient time might be had, before the recular commencement of 


the next Voluine, to ascertain the probable number of subscri- 
bers. The work will be too expensive to warrant the Proprie- 
tor in having many more printed, than to answer to the sub- 
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scription. 3. That all who are in arrears, (as the pay was due 
on delivery of the 2d Volume) may have opportunity to make 
payment, before the 3d volume comineuces ; especially those, who 
wish to discontinue their subscription, 4. That Agents whose 
subscribers are somewhat scattered, may feel disposed to make 
an immediate distribution of the Numbers, and receive, and re- 
mit to the Editor, what remains unpaid. While he acknow!l- 
e? es the debt of gratitude under which he is laid, by the friend- 
ly -ervices rendered him by Agents, and many others, the edi- 
tor deems it proper to remind those who have not made jt con- 
venient to pay their subscription, that the sooner it is done, the 
sooner will they also merit bis sincere thanks. The loss which 
must be sustained by the Proprietor, unless his friends are punc- 
tual to their engagement, and the trifling profits which would 
be realized, even did every subscriber pay, (which is never the 
case) will not, we hope, be put off as uninrportant considera- 
tions. 

CorresPONDENTS will accept our thanks, and solicitations 
for a continuance of favors. Several articles are now on hand, 
which wi'l be published, if we receive encouragement sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the 3d volume. No apology, we think 
need be offered to those who have candidly perused the * Dedi- 
cation Sermon,” for publishing it entire. 

Though it ts fashionable for proprietors of religious papers, 
especially those of orthodox principles, to beg, and pray, and 
plead for more exertion in obtaining subse riptions, and to make 
pretended liberal offers, we ask to be exeused from following 
such examples, while we only request the reasonable aid Ke 
prudent patronage of such as believe our publication will, 
some degree, be useful in the world. 


RUSSELL STREETER. 





We have just received information that Brother Davip Picx- 
ERING, has been unanimously invited by the First Universalist 
Society, in Providence, R.1. to become their Pastor, and that 
he has accepted of their mvitation. 





—_—- ———_— —__ __ 


‘Agents, and others, holding subscription papers for the 
third volume of the Intelligencer, are requested to return thepe 
“hy the first of May next. 











